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Worksheet 5  

Comparison: Two Inaugural Poems 
Elizabeth Alexander’s “Praise Song for the Day” and Richard Blanco’s “One Today” 

 
Student Name  _____________________________________________________Date ___________________  
 

Compare the styles of these two poetic works, which were composed for the two inauguration 

ceremonies of President Obama and delivered by the poet authors on those occasions: 

 

 Elizabeth Alexander’s inaugural poem, “Praise Song for the Day,” delivered in 2009 

 Richard Blanco’s inaugural poem, “One Today,” delivered in 2013 

 

Elizabeth Alexander’s “Praise 
Song for the Day” 

 Richard Blanco’s “One Today” 

Differences Similarities Differences 

   

 

 
  

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/praise-song-day
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/one-today

